THE AWAKENING OF LABOUR
Robert Owen, from whom all the labour movements of the
age drew much of their inspiration taught them to treat
lightly its terrors. The reverse of the Malthusian doctrine/
he proclaimed, 'is true. Mankind are able to produce food
in a geometrical ratio to their increase in number/ The
third remedy, which was widely canvassed among a section
of reformers, was the amendment of the currency. Society
suffered, it was argued, from a shortage of gold to serve as
the medium of exchange. Manufacturers were hampered
because they could not obtain loans; workmen were un-
employed or unfairly remunerated because they could not
exchange their labour for money. In a word, shortage of
currency meant economic stagnation; and conversely 'an
increase of the currency quickens industry.' Thomas Att-
wood, the son of a banker and a prominent politician, pro*
posed the creation of paper money whereby production could
be made to balance effective demand; and Owen advocated
the issue of labour notes.
The fourth remedy was that of the tory democrats, men
like Michael Sadler, Richard Oastler 'the factory king,'
Samuel Coleridge and Robert Southey* A passage from
Coleridge's Lay Sermons will serve to illustrate their stand-
point. 'Our manufacturers must consent to regulations; our
gentry must concern themselves in the education as well as
in the instruction of their natural clients and dependents;
must regard their estates as secured indeed from all human
interferences by every principle of law and policy, but yet as
offices of trust with duties to be performed in the sight of
God and their country.' The tory democrat based his
philosophy upon the conservation of the existing fabric of
society with its social gradations and economic distinctions
of rich and poor, employers and employed; but he postulated
also the principle of duties as the correlative of rights, the
obligations of wealth and power as the justification of their
privileges. Henee factory reform and the relief of poverty
were the main planks in the social platform of tory demo-
cracy. To the mass of the workers the philosophy failed to
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